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a woman with unfailing tact and a singular lack
of literary jealousy, so that all her contemporaries
speak of her with affection.    She made strenuous
efforts to keep the peace between Balzac and her
husband, the autocratic editor of La Presse ; and
till 1847, when the final rupture took place, Balzac's
real liking for her   conquered  his resentment  at
what he considered unjustifiable proceedings  on
the part of her husband.    Once indeed there was
a complete cessation of friendly relations, and even
dark hints about a duel; but usually Madame de
Girardin prevailed; and though there were many
recriminations  on both   sides,   and  several  times
nearly an explosion, Balzac wrote for La Presse,
visited  her   salon,  and  was   generally  on  terms
of politeness with her husband.    She was proud of
her beautiful complexion, and had a drawing-room
hung with pale green satin to show it to the best
advantage;   while,   like   her   mother,   she   wrote
novels,  one  of which she called  " La Canne de
M. de  Balzac," after the  novelist's famous   cane
adorned with turquoises.
One of the habituees of Madame Gay's salon was the Duchesse d'Abrantes ; and between her and Balzac there existed a literary comradeship, possibly cemented by the impecunious condition which was common to both. In 1827 she lived at Versailles ; and whenever Balzac went to see his parents, he also paid her a visit; when long talks took place about their mutual struggles, misfortunes and hopes of gaining money by writing.  C( Correspondance/' vol. ii. p. 115.21st, 1903.on that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
